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4th Annual Meeting Minutes:  Connecticut State USBC Association

Present:  



OFFICERS:

4






DIRECTORS:

11






DELEGATES:

55





YOUTH DELEGATES:
2
Also Present:



ASSOCIATION MANAGER  1 

Directors:  Mary Ann Bates, Art Cabral, Helen Card, Joe Ciatto, Marion Corvino, Matt Favreau, Scott Hockford, Bob Kogelis, John Marchitto, Dolores Voelker, Lou Weber

Delegation recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  Moving Memorial Service conducted by 1st Vice President Reichin, was held at 9:30 am.

Sgt-at-Arms Lupacchino presented the American Flag.  Delegation sang the National Anthem and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The 4th Annual Meeting of the Connecticut State USBC Association, held at Fantasia Restaurant in North Haven, was called to order by President Gallant at 10:08 am.

President Gallant welcomed delegates to the Annual Meeting and introduced Officers and Directors of the Connecticut State USBC Bowling Association.

Moved by Legislature Chair Reichin that the Rules of the Day be accepted as printed.  Joe Renda 2nd.  
Motion Carried.

Credentials Report was read by chairperson Betty Amato, who also stated that Youth Delegates are not eligible to vote for Adult Dues or Adult Directors.  She then presented the count of those present:  Officers – 4; Directors – 11; Local Association Delegates - 55; Local Association Youth Delegates - 2; for a total of 70 +2 youth (modified) and eligible to vote.

Condensed minutes of the 3rd Annual Meeting, June 13, 2010 presented by the Association Manager.  Moved by Robert Bilotti, 2nd by Joe Renda, to dispense with reading of last year’s annual Meeting. 



Motion Carried 

Moved by Tom Gilbert, 2nd by Cynthia Ciatto that the condensed minutes be accepted as printed.  
Motion Carried

Acts of the Board were reviewed and will be placed on file.

President Gallant read her report which will be placed on file.  

Association Manager read her report which will be placed on file.

Financial Reports and Budgets were reviewed.  Question by Paul DiMauro, GCCUSBC, on why individual tournament budgets were not sent to local associations as stated at last year’s Annual Meeting.  Would like to see the tournament 
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breakdown, not just the total amounts taken in and total amounts spent on tournaments as listed in the Master Budget.  Question by Paul DiMauro, GCCUSBC, on amount spent on tournament pins and questioned what pins these were.  
Cynthia Ciatto asked if these were the participation pins.  These pins were not the participation pins, they were given as gifts in the Women’s State Tournament to participants.  Paul DiMauro asked why these pins were being purchased as the tournament usually runs in the red.  Betty Amato clarified that the extra pins are sold all year long at the Special Projects table, usually purchased by women attending the national tournament and that this money helps recoup the losses.  Cathy Martorella, NHCUSBC, also noted that there were leftover awards funds when the associations merged, which must be used up and could be used for this.  Paul DiMauro, GCCUSBC, asked for clarification of the Scholarship line item on the 2nd page of the Profit & Loss report.  This line is all the scholarships given out at the Youth Tournaments.

Audit report read by Pollyann Spring, chairman, and will be placed on file.

Legislative – Chairperson Reichin had no report at this time, other than Proposed Amendments to the Association Policies & Procedures, which will be brought up under New Business.

Awards & Recognition – Chairperson Lupacchino presented a report showing how many All Spare Game, Big 4 Split, 7-10 Split and Triplicate Score awards were processed and sent to local association bowlers.  She is looks forward to the implementation of new awards in the future and handed out upcoming season’s award forms to all local associations present today.

Hall of Fame – Written report presented by Chairperson Card.  

Senior Tournament – Chairperson Amato read her report and also had a listing of all 1st and 2nd place winners.  First place winners were all invited to compete at the 2011 USBC Tournament in Syracuse, NY.

Special Projects – Chairperson Amato read her report.

Tournament Committee – Chairperson Hockford read his report.  Paul DiMauro, GCCUSBC, felt that there should be more communication between the Association and Center.  Lou Meola, GDUSBC, asked if centers are aware that they need to oil in between squads.  Association Manager clarified that bid letters were sent which stated squad times and mention of oiling in between squads.  John Lavalle, Jr., FCUSBC, asked if the lag time between squads at the Women’s Tournament could be addressed next year as it was a problem this year.  Cathy Martorella, NHCUSBC, questioned that the Women’s Tournament does not have assigned squads for just teams, or doubles/singles, like the Open Tournament, and that this might contribute to the lag time in between squads as you have to wait for everyone to finish.  Chairperson Hockford stated that this is a participation issue as we do not get as many team entries in the Women’s Tournament as we do in the Open.  President Gallant was issued a complaint at the Open Tournament that we had the house oil the lanes on the split side that weren’t being used and that this provided an unfair advantage to those bowling on those lanes afterwards.  Tom Gilbert, GCCUSBC, clarified that this was not true, as it was only 45 minutes before there were bowlers on the lanes, and since the lanes were synthetic the oil doesn’t seep into them.  Director Cabral stated that originally when the tournament committee set the squad times there was not going to be any oiling in between squads at the Women’s Tournament as there were only 2 squads, so no extra time had been built in between the squads.  Tom Gilbert, GCCUSBC, mentioned that the Open Tournament has 3 squads and they only oil after the 1st two squads, but the Women’s Tournament only has 2 squads so it ended up being oiled after every squad.  Rose Ciesluk, FCCUSBC, stated 
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she has bowled in the state tournament since 1964 and also served on the state association for many years and has found that there is no pleasing every single bowler.  Director Marchitto stated that there’s a possibility of cross wiping between the squads, wiping oil across the lane to take out any tracks, instead of re-oiling.

Scholar of the Year – Chairperson Voelker read her report.  Only had 32 applicants this year, even though the application forms were sent out to all high schools, public and private, in the state.  Asked that membership try and push this information out to their league members.  Lou Meola, GDUSBC, suggested that the application forms also be sent to the local associations so they can also give these out to their members.

Youth Committee – Chairperson Weber read his report.

Publicity - Report read by President Gallant in the absence of chairperson Gilbert, who was bowling in the Nationals in Syracuse.  Marsha will also be receiving a special award at the convention in Texas, as she came in 2nd place in the Feature Story category of the BWAA Amateur Writing Contest.
New Business – Legislative chairperson Reichin read Proposed Amendments.  Proposed Amendment No. 1:  Moved by Joel Reichen, 2nd by Matt Favreau that this amendment be split into two.  Discussion by board.

Motion Carried 

Proposed Amendment 1a - Each association is guaranteed the right to have at least one representative on the state association board of directors.  Discussion by membership.  





Motion Carried Propoed Amendment 1b - At no time shall a local association have more than four representatives on the Board of Directors.  Discussion by membership.








Motion Carried

New Proposed Amendment No. 1 discussed – Barbara Bates asked if youth directors can vote on this issue.  President Gallant received direction from USBC stating that at this time, yes they do.  





New Proposed Amendment No. 2 discussed - Robert Bilotti of Greater Danbury felt there should be a maximum on directors from any one association, stating that if the Board needed to exceed the maximum because there were no applicants from other associations than the maximum could be exceeded.   Tom Gilbert stated that there are fewer volunteers requesting to sit on local and state boards, and if a board has an opportunity to fill a vacancy with a person that wants to volunteer why should they be refused because there are already 4 members from their association on the board.  Dolores Voelker stated that if extra people from an association want to help they can always volunteer to serve on a state committee.  We have a few now that serve on our committees, and they can then run for the board when there is an opening. Matt Favreau would like it to not state a specific number, and instead state that “no local association can have a majority” and if called for in the future it can change back to a specific number.  Scott Hockford stated he does not like just the word “majority” because there are people on the board right now who bowl in more than 1 association and they could pick which association they wanted to represent in order to not give one a majority.  It was stated that the association that a bowler first pays their dues to is the association they represent.  Cynthia Ciatto from GDUSBC stated she would not want it to say majority because in the future if you needed to go to a limit, it would be hard to take that step back.  John Lavalle, Jr., FCUSBC, brought up the point of being on association boards is helping the bowlers.  It should be more about what we do for our bowlers and not for just the associations, that’s what the local association is supposed to do.  Rose Ciesluk, FCUSBC, stated that people should be elected because they have qualifications and will help work for the good of all bowlers.  There are people that do not work and these should be voted off the next time they are up for election.  Barbara Bates, NLWBA, feels we should have a limit, each association has capable people, and should be limited to 4 reps. However, if this amendment passes today, the state association 
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would already be over the limit.  Bates proposed that we table this and look at bringing it back next year with different wordage.  Also, because USBC will be changing the status of youth bowlers as delegates on the association, we would know the changes by then and be able to word accordingly.  
          







          
Moved by Matt Favreau, 2nd by Barbara Bates that Proposed Amendment 1b be tabled for rewording and brought back next year.  Discussion by membership. 




Motion carried 35 – 14, with 3 abstentions

Proposed Amendment 2 - Eligibility. There is a correction to requirement #6, eligibility of State Association Board Directors.  Required to have been a director on a local association previously, not state association as stated.

Matt Favreau concerned with requirement #3 that directors cannot be members of any uncertified leagues – what if family members wanted to bowl with them on uncertified league then they would have to step down from the board.  Scott Hockford stated there are summer leagues uncertified, trying to promote bowling to new people.  Bill Clay, GCCUSBC, stated it should not be an issue if you’re already a certified bowler on another league - then it should be ok if you bowl on an uncertified league.  Mary Ann Bates stated she bowls in a league in Florida as she lives there 6 months of the year, and many of them are not certified.  Thomas Gilbert, GCCUSBC, stated he believes it is a USBC Rule that you cannot bowl in an uncertified league if you’re a board member.  This was looked up in the Association Manual found on bowl.com, and it did not state that bowlers cannot serve if they bowl on any uncertified leagues.

Moved by Rose Ciesluk, FCUSBC, 2nd by Dolores Voelker to remove #3 , must not be bowling in any uncertified tenpin league.  Discussion followed.  USBC will be contacted for ruling.





Motion Carried
Moved by Robert Bilotti, GDUSBC, 2nd by Cynthia Ciatto, GDUSBC to accept Proposed Amendment No. 2 with the removal of requirement #3.  









Motion Carried

Nominating Committee – report read by Bob Guile, GCCUSBC.  

State Association President – 1 person nominated, Joel Reichin, GDUSBC, no nominations from the floor, President Gallant cast one vote to elect as presented by the committee.

State Association Directors – 4 openings, 4 candidates – Frank Billowitz, FCUSBC, Marion Corvino, FCUSBC, Thomas Gilbert, GCCUSBC, and John Turgeon, FCCUSBC.  With no nominations from the floor, President Gallant cast one vote and to elect as presented by the committee.

Delegates to the National Convention - Brian Carleton, NHCUSBC and Thomas Gilbert from GCCUSBC.  No other nominations were received so President Gallant cast one vote to elect as presented by the committee.

Two alternate delegates are needed – Bob Guile, GCCUSBC, was nominated by Thomas Gilbert, GCCUSBC, as an alternate delegate to the National Convention, and Bob accepted.  There were no other nominations from the floor.

Gold Ball Ceremony – Dolores Voelker, president of the New London WBA handed Cathy Martorella, 1st Vice President of the New Haven County USBC, the Gold Ball for the Women’s State Tournament for 2012.

The Senior Tournaments will be held at Wallingford Bowl on the last weekend of October.  Thomas Gilbert thanked President Gallant for her years of service and state association board members presented her with a card and flowers.

The American Flag was retired and meeting was ended at 12:43 pm.

